
St Andrew’s CE VC Primary School 

 
 

Dear Parents/ Carers, 

I have parents and preschools asking me year on year “What should the children know before they 

start school?” There are many different opinions to the answer to this question. The true answer is I 

don’t expect them to be able to know anything specific but it would be good if they had a small set 

of skills to help them to be school ready. I have outlined below some of the skills it would be useful 

for children to have on starting school, however, I understand that children develop in different 

ways and at different times so please don’t take this as a list of they must be able to do all of these 

things.  

If you are worried in any way about your child’s readiness for school please don’t hesitate to contact 

me through the school email address and we can have a conversation sooner rather than later to put 

you at ease.  

Equally if you feel that your child is more than ready for school and would like to challenge them 

further/ feel they want more challenge already then please contact me. We can talk more about 

making sure your child has the challenges they need alongside the opportunity to develop their 

social and personal skills further.  

The social skills will inevitably be something that we will need to work on refreshing in September as 

children have missed so much time in preschool/ nursery that interaction with their peers will have 

been minimal before beginning school. We will be playing lots of games to encourage taking turns 

and having lots of circle time sessions sharing things about ourselves to help us to get to know each 

other better.  

I have also enclosed the cursive script sheet with the wording that we use when introducing how to 

write each of the letters to the children if you want to have a go at home with introducing the 

cursive script. There is no pressure to do this at all, I am aware though that some people like to 

follow what we will be teaching in school.  

I love to celebrate the children’s achievements at home as well as in school, getting to know and 

understand the whole child to the best of my ability. This enables me to foster a better relationship 

with the children and to be able to make better judgements on their capabilities. As part of this, 

termly I send home WOW vouchers where children can celebrate their WOW moments at home. I 

have included a list of things that might be considered a WOW moment (attached), these can be 

very little things such as putting your shoes on the correct feet, to something bigger like learning to 

ride a 2 wheel bike. I am sure that your children are having many WOW moments whilst at home 

with you, let’s celebrate them now and when they begin school they can bring them in to share with 

their new classmates and myself.  

Any questions for myself don’t hesitate to email me at school on our new email address just for 

Reception Class StAndrewsEYFS@sgmail.org.uk 

I look forward to hearing from you soon.  

Warm Regards, 

Charlotte Skipp  

Reception Class Teacher  
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My Getting Ready for School Checklist 

Social Skills 

 I can take turns when playing 

with my friends. 

 

 I can share with my friends. 

 

 I say please and thank you when 

asking for something.  

 

 I can wait for my turn to talk.  

 

 I have kind hands and words 

when playing with my friends.  

Personal Skills 

 I can dress myself 

 

 I can put my shoes and socks 

on. 

 

 I can manage my own toileting 

needs. 

 

 I can wash my own hands.  

 

 I can put my own coat on, and 

do it up.  

 

 I can eat with a knife and fork.  

 

Physical Skills 

 I can jump, hop, and skip. 

 

 I can hold my pencil using the 

correct grip. 

 

 I can cut using scissors. 

 

 I can do up buttons, zips and 

poppers.  

 

Other skills 

 I can recognise my name 

 

 I can write my name 

 

 I can count to 10. 

 I can recognise numbers to 10.  

 

 I can sit and listen for 

increasing amounts of time.  

 

 I can retell events in a simple 

story.  

 

 Name some shapes.  
  

Please remember this list isn’t exhaustive, likewise I don’t expect all children to be able to do 

all of these things before they start school, they are just a few ideas.  


