
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception Class Term 2 Newsletter 

Welcome back to term 2 at St Andrew’s. I wanted to start by saying a huge congratulations to all the children on 

a successful first term in school, I am so proud of everything they have achieved so far. This term is always one 

of my favourites as we build up to Christmas and all the fun that comes with it, although this year things will look 

a little different we are working hard to plan some really lovely things for the children so that they don’t miss 

out these usual times.   

Topic- Where we live 

This term we will be learning about many different types of celebrations 

and looking at the stories and the people behind these events. We are 

starting with looking at Guy Fawkes night, learning about who Guy 

Fawkes was and why we now have fireworks parties on the 5th 

November.  

We will then move on to look at Remembrance Day and will be making 

our own poppies and learning about some of the animals that had roles 

in the wars. We will also learn about why poppies are special at this 

time.  

As part of our learning about the past we will be looking at the 

Victorians and how toys and school was different and the same to now.  

On Wednesday 18th November we will be joining together with years 1 

and 2 for a Victorian Day. Children are invited to dress up as Victorian 

school boys and girls to experience the day in all its glory.  

We will then look at a story from another culture, the story of Diwali. 

This, like Christmas is a festival of light so we will be comparing 

similarities and differences between the celebrations.  

After that we will move on to plan a celebration of our own for our bear 

Humphry’s birthday party. We will write invitations, write shopping lists 

and make our own decorations.  

We will end the term with a focus on the story of the first Christmas 

and what a Victorian Christmas was like. All alongside our school 

Christmas celebrations.  

 

Water Bottles 

This week children each brought 

home a water bottle. Please 

ensure this is named and brought 

into school every day. These will 

be stored in the classroom and 

sent home at the end of each day. 

Only fill with water, NO squash, 

juice or fizzy drinks.  

Milk and Fruit 

Until they are 5 all children who 

want it will receive a carton of milk 

each day. Once children turn 5 

they no longer qualify for free milk.  

All children also receive a snack 

mid- morning in the form of a 

piece of fresh fruit.  

Book Bags 

It is vital that book bags continue 

to come to school with your child 

every Monday, Thursday and 

Friday. This ensures your child’s 

reading book is in school on the 

day in which it needs to be 

changed. Each child has another 

reading book they keep in school 

so they can be heard to read daily 

where possible. This is also a useful 

tool in ensuring letters make it 

home safely.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welly Wednesday 

Welly Wednesday is something that we going to introduce this term. 

Every Wednesday we will don our welly boots and head outside to 

complete some Forest School Themed activities. This will happen rain or 

shine so all children will be allocated their set of wet weather gear 

which they will put on top of their peg and use each week. There is no 

need to bring anything extra from home, except as the weather begins 

to turn it would be a good idea to send gloves and hats for children to 

wear as this will add an extra layer of warmth as it becomes colder.  

 

Key Words 

At the end of term 1 all children brought 

home a key ring with key words on. These 

are the words children need to learn to 

read by sight, many of them can’t be 

sounded out. I will check these words 

weekly with children and give them more 

to practice reading as they become 

confident with recognising each set. 

Learning these words will only help 

children to become more fluent and give 

them more confidence with their reading.  

WOW Slips 

Don’t forget to send in your child’s Wow 

slips when they have had a WOW 

Moment. I always enjoy seeing the 

wonderful thigs they have done at home. I 

have attached some more for you here.  

Reading Books and Phonics 

Reading books have been coming home for a number of weeks now. 

Thank you for your continued support in sending books back on the 

correct day for quarantine and for supporting us by hearing your 

children read at home.    

Don’t forget to tick the sheet for the reading reward at the front of 

their reading records as well as making a short comment once they 

have completed the book. I will not change their books unless it is 

clear it has been shared at home, some children will just put their 

books in the box without having had chance to look at it. If you share 

books at home when you don’t have a school book, please write this 

in retrospectively and tick off that children have shared a book. I like 

to be able to value all the reading they are doing.  

The children are doing really well learning their phonics and we are 

already able to move onto the next phase. It is important to 

remember to keep practicing those sounds we have already 

introduced to continue to gain the children’s confidence in 

recognising and writing them.  

Each week we will continue to introduce children to 3-4 new letter 

sounds using stories and actions alongside other synthetic phonic 

activities. At the end of each week children will continue to have the 

new sounds (phonemes) sent home that they have learnt that week 

on their key rings along with the handwriting sheet in the yellow 

folder. Please ensure keyrings and yellow folders are kept in book 

bags at all times so they can be regularly updated.  

 


